THE  COMING OF THE  MACHINE
of a crowded human mass, whose unwashed, overworked
bodies were also in many cases diseased, and by the
suffocating dust that rose on every side; relaxed by an
intensity of artificial heat which their constitutions
were never framed to encounter in the temperate
climate where God had placed them; doubly fevered,
doubly debilitated by excessive toil, not measured by
human capacity to sustain it, but by the power of
machinery obeying an inexhaustible impetus; badly
clothed, wretchedly fed, and exposed moreover to fasts
of unnatural length even from that miserable fare; who
can marvel if, under such a system, the robust adult
speedily acquires a sickly habit of body and morbid
state of feeling, leading at once to the most awful
perversion of mind and corruption of morals."1
It has generally been the case in political, economic,
and social revolutions in England that one or two classes
of society have remained unaffected by what is going on
around them until such time as the situation has once
more composed itself, and by this means the continuity
of the national history has remained unbroken. This was
fortunately also the fact, thanks in no small measure to
the statesmanship of Pitt in avoiding financial collapse, at
the time of the Industrial Revolution. In spite of the
excessive simplicity of the Court, there was still a great
deal of pleasing ceremonial and pageantry in life, both
public and private. It is true that George III abandoned
the custom of dining in public at Hampton Court to
which even his grandfather had adhered, but in spite of
his homeliness there was nothing of the bourgeois royalty
of a Louis Philippe about him; for instance, every one
1 Helen Fleetwood.
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